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PREFACE 


It is an honour to publish for the benefit 
of young Muslim children in the East as well 
as in the West the series of books on Islam, 
its teachings and history written by Chaudhry 
Mohammad Sharief, H,A., formerly the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Missionary in Arab 
lands for 18 years and ex-Editor, The Al- 
Bushra, a monthly Arabic magazine in Pales- 
tine. The series was originally published as 
early as 1932 and was formally adopted as 
acourse of theology and history in some 
schools. The author has now taken a step 
further. He has arranged to get the series 
translated into English so that the newly- 
converted Muslim parents and their young 
children in the Western & African countries 
may also be equally benefited by it. The 
Primer of Islam is the first book of the 
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series which will be rapidly followed by four 
others. The book has been ably rendered into 
English by Ch. Ali Mohammad B.A., B.I., 
an experienced educationist to whom our best 
thanks are due. May it prove fruitful of the 
best results expected of it ! 
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ie ‘Prayer 


In the name of Allah, the Gracious, 
the Merciful. 


All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of 
all the worlds, the Gracious, the Merciful, 
Master of the Day of Judgement. Thee 
alone do we worship and Thee alone 
do we implore for help. Guide us in the 
right path—the path of those on whom 
Thou hast bestowed Thy blessings, except- 
ing those who have incurred Thy dis- 
pleasure (in this world) and nor of those 
who have gone astray, Amen! 
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2. What is Islam ? 


Islam is an Arabic word which 
means peace and obedience. Complete 
obedience to the commandments of God 
is Islam. Islam is also the name of the 
religion preached about 1400 years ago by 
Mohammad, the Holy Messenger of God. 
It is a perfect religion and its teachings 
are simple, useful, true and practicable. 
The teachings of Islam are superior to 
those of any other religion of the world. 
That is why we believe in this religion and 
call upon other people to believe in it 
too. 
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3. Fundamentals of Islam 
(I) 


The fundamental principles of Islam 
are ¢ 


(i) God is One. Hehas no equal. He 
- ereated each and every thing in 
the universe. And Mohammad is 
His Servant and Messenger. 
(ii) We Muslims, believe in the existence 
of angels. 
(ili) We do believe that the Messengers 
of God were all true. 
(iv) We do believe in all the revealed 
Books of God. 
(v) We do believe in the life after death 
and in the Day of Judgment. 
(Il) 


(a) Atrue Muslim must bear witness, 
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inwardly as well as outwardly that 
God is One and that Mohammad 
is His Messenger. 

(b) He must observe his five daily 
Prayers regularly. _ 

(c) He must keep fast in the month of 
Ramadan, provided he is not sick 
nor is he on a journey. 

(d) He must pay the Zakat (poor fund) 
every year if he possesses a fixed 
amount of wealth. | 

(e) Lastly, he must perform the pilgrim- 
age to the Ka’ba,* the Sacred House 
at Mecca, at least, once in his life- 
time, if possible. 


* The foundations of the Ka’ba were laid by Adam him. 
self and on these very foundations Abraham raised the 
edifice with the help of his son Ishmael. 
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4. God Al-Mighty 


God is One. He is the Possessor 
of all good attributes and _ periec- 
tions. He has no associate. He does 
not depend upon anything but every- 
thing is dependent upon Him He 
begets not, nor is He begotten. He 
has no spouse. He creates and sup- 
ports everything and brings everything 
to perfection. He sees without material 
eyes and talks without tongue. He 
listens to our prayers. He is everlasting 
and the prop of everything. He sleeps 
not, nor does He slumber. He’ is the 
Protector of the heavens and the earth. 
He knows the secrets of all things. 
Nothing is hidden from Him. To Him 
nothing is impossible. He created the 
earth, the sun, the moon, and all the 
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stars for our benefit. He created anj. 
mals for our comfort. He gave ys 
water that we might drink, cereals and 
fruits that we might eat, the day that 
we might work in, the night that we 
might have rest. He raised prophets 
that we might be guided aright. He 
sees us at all times, but our eyes can- 
not see Him. He bestows His bounties 
upon us even without our asking. He 
is the King of all kings. He turns the 
rich into the poor and the poor into 
the rich. He listens to the prayers of 
His distressed people. None but He is 
worthy of worshop. It is He Who gives 
life and He it is, Who causes death. 
When we die He gives us _ new life. 
He rewards us for our good actions 
and punishes us for bad ones, We 
must turn unto Him in weal and woe. 
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We must call on Him in our afflictions. 
To Him alone must we pray. He 
always helps the good and the pious 
and speaks to them. He guides us on 
to the right path. He loves us all and 
loves us more dearly than do our 
_ parents. 
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o. Angels 


Angels are spiritual beings who 
worship God and carry out His behests, 
They have multifarious duties to per- 
form. There are angels who bring 
down the word of God to His good and 
pious people. Others cause winds to 
blow and give us rains, and yet others 
who give life and others who take away 
life. Angels serve man. They are count- 
less, none but God knows their exact 
number. They are free from faults. 
We must believe in angels. They tell 
us to do what is right. They never tell 
us to do what is wrong. We must 
abide by their urge or impulsion. They 
' do what God bids them to do. Some 
' of the chief angels are Gabriel, Michael, 
Israfiel and Izrael, 
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6. Revealed Books. 


God sent down Books for the 
guidance of mankind through His Pro- 
phets. These Books tell us to act ina 
way which is pleasing to God, and to 
refrain from acting in a way which is 
odeous in His eyes. Whosoever goes 
against the teachings contained in the 
revealed Books is sure to suffer in the 
long run. 

We must believe in all the revealed 
Books of God. They are as under :— 

(i) Epistles revealed to Abraham. 
(ii) The Torah ;the Book revealed 
to Moses. 
(iii) The Zaboor, the Book revealed 
to David. 
(iv) The Injeel, the epistle re vealed 
to Jesus Christ 
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(v) The Holy Quran revealed 4, 
Mohammad, __ the Master, 


Prophet. 


The Torah and the Quran contaiy 
the Law. The Torah was revealed to 
Moses for the guidance of the Children 
of Israel and the Quran to Mohammad 
the Master-Prophet. The Quran is -a 
guidance for all mankind and for all 
times tocome. It is the best and the 
most perfect Book ever revealed to a 
prophet of God. The teachings of the 
Torah were tampered with by the 
people of the Book but those of the 
Quran will never be. The teachings of 
the Torah were amended by the Quran 
but those of the Quran cannot be 
amended by any other book, God has 
promised the fullest protection to the 
Holy Quran against all interpolations. 
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The Quran is as complete to-day as it 
was fourteen centuries ago. It is the 
last revealed Book of God which satis- 
fies all the possible spiritual needs of 
man. Itis a treasure which may never 
be exhausted. It isin pure and excel- 
lent Arabic. None can produce the like 
of it, not even the like ofits shortest 
portion. Those who act upon it are 
sure to succeed here and hereafter. The 
secrets of the Quran are disclosed only 
to those who are pure and good. The 
Quran embodies all the useful teachings 
separately contained in the revealed 


books of different religions of the world. 
The Quran is, so to speak, a compen- 
dium of all the truths variously found 
in the revealed books of former times. 
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7. Teachings of the Quran 


The Quranic teachings are bricfh 


as follows :— 


God is one. Do not associat 


1. 
any other gods with Him. 

2. Worship none but God alone. 

3. Obey God and His Prophet 
Mohammad. — 

4. Respect and serve your parents 
and be obedient to them. 

5. Observe your daily prayers. 

6. Keep fast in the month of Ra- 

madan. 


7. Pay the Zakat (poor fund). 
8. Perform the Hajj or pilgrimage 


g. 


to Mecca (if conditions allow) at 
least once in your life-time. 

All Muslims are brethren, do not 
despise your brethren. 
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14. 
15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 
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Always pray to God to forgive 
your sins, and protect you from 
sins. 

Have patience under all circum- 
stances and exhort others to exer- 
cise patience. 

Keep peace among yourselves. 
Consult each other before you 
undertake any important matter. 
Resign completely to the Will of 
God, and depend upon His help. 
Be grateful to God and prostrate 
to none but Him. 

Do not chide a beggar; if you 
do not want to give him any- 
thing in charity, tell him some- 
thing good and useful. 

Carry the Message of Islam to 
all the peoples of the world. 
Keep your agreements. All agree- 
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ments will be questioned on th, 
Day of Judgment. 


Be just to all even to your enemies, 
Avoid evil-thinking ; do not think 
evil of your brethren. 

re, 
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8. The Prophets 


When people begin to worship 
things other than God, they go astray. 
God, then, raises His Messengers irom 
among the people for their guidance. 
The Messengers of God are sinless, 
they do nothing against the will of God. 
They arealways good and true. God helps 
them against their enemies. It is said that 
there have appeared in various times 
and places no less than 1,24,000 Prophets. 
Only God knows their exact number. 
We come across the names of onlya 
few Prophets in the Holy Quran. They 
are Adam, Noah, Abraham, Ishmael, 
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, Solomon, 
John, Jesus and Mohammad (peace be 
on them all). Islam teaches us to be- 


lieve in all the Prophets of God. 
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Mohammad is the last Law-bearey 
and the greatest of the Prophets. He 
is the Master-prophet. We believe in 
the Prophets of God because the 
Quran testifies to their prophethood. The 
Law (Shariat) which Mohammad (Peace 
be on him) brought down with him, is 
meant for all times to come. Not a 
tittle of it may be changed. ‘No one 
may be a prophet after him, until 
and unless he follows in the footsteps 
of Mohammad, the Seal of the Prophets. 


9. The Day of Judgment 


When we die God gives us anew 
life. A day will certainly come when all 
people will die. God will raise them 
again to life and reward them according 
to their actions. The good will be 
rewarded for their good deeds, while 
the wicked will be punished for their 
wicked deeds. Those who weigh heavy 
in the scales, will enter paradise, but 
those who weigh light will go to hell. 
Those whose scales will be balanced will 
be pardoned through the mercy of God; 
but even the inmates of hell are destined 
to be pardoned after they are purified in 
the hell. 

On the Day of Judgment we shall 
be able to seeGod. He will be pleased 
with the righteous people but wrathful 
towards the wicked. It is essential to 
believe in the Day of Judgment. 
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10. The Master-Prophet 
Mohammad 


He was born about 1400 year, 
ago, on Rabi-ul-Awwal 12, or August 20 
570 A.D. inthe city of Mecca, Arabia 
He belonged to a very noble family 
of the Quraish. His father’s name was 
Abdullah and his mother’s name was 
Amina, anoble lady from Medina. He 
was the posthumous child born six 
months after his father’s death. His 
mother died when he was only six. 
His grandfather Abdul Muttalib took 
charge of him but he too, died two 
years later. Abu Talib, one of his 
uncles, then took charge of him and 
loved him dearly. 


He grew up to be truthful and 
honest. He was highly respected by 
the people for his honesty and truthful- 
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mess. He never told a lie nor did he 
ever use foul language. He was helpful 
to the meedy and kind to orphans, 
generous to widows and liberal to 
slaves. He always worshipped One True 
God. At the age of 40 he was called 
to prophethood for the guidance of 
mankind. He denounced the worship of 
false deities and called upon the people 
to worship the True God. The idolators 
of Mecca would not listen to him. 
They opposed him tooth and nail. He 
was persecuted and his followers 
were subjected to all sorts of 
indignities, particularly the poor slaves 
who joined the fold of Islam. The Holy 
Prophet told his followers to bear 
with patience the hardships to which 
they were subjected, by _ their 
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opponents, and pray to God. Thirteen 
years later the Holy Prophet migrated 
to Medina, 200 miles to the north 
of Mecca where he lived for the 
remaining years of his life. His ene- 
mies would not let him live in peace 
even at Medina. They fought against him 
anumber of pitched battles but were 
defeated in the end. Mecca was taken 
by him without fighting. The Holy Prophet 
proclaimed general amnesty to all his 
enemies. After the victory, he was liberal 
and magnanimous towards his enemies. 
The result was that the Arabs joined the 
fold of Islam in numbers; before his death 
the whole of Arabia embraced Islam. He 
became not only the religious Leader but 
also the temporal Head of the Islamic 


State. He strenuously worked for the 
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cood of his people. He died at the 
age of sixty-three. 

Mohammad (peace and the blessings of 
God be on him) was a unique Prophet 
of God. He was the greatest of the 
Prophets. His success as a prophet, was 
unrivalled. He proved to be the mercy 
of God for all mankind. Widows and 
orphans, the poor and the needy, all 
must feel grateful tohim. He establish- 
ed the legal status of women. He had 
excellent manners. He was the best of 
hosts and extremely generous. Whatever 
he got he distributed among the needy. 
He never had his fill. Luxury he knew 
not. Even as he became ruler he was 
humble as before. He dearly loved his 


companions who were all devoted to him. 


On his death in 638 A.D., he was 
23 


PRIMER OF ISLAM 


succeeded by Abu Bakr, his best friend 
and follower. Abu Bakr became the 
first Caliph of Islam. Omar, another 
well-known companion of the Holy 
Prophet, was his second successor; Usman, 
a son-in-law of the Holy Prophet, became 
the third Caliph and Ali, his cousin and 
son-in-law, was the fourth. Abu Bakr, 
Omar, Usman and Ali are known as the 
rightly - guided caliphs because they 

strictly followed in the footsteps of their 

Holy Master. The period of their rule 

extends over thirty years and is known 

as the golden period of Islam. 
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11, Ahmad, the Promised One of 
All Nations 


Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of 
Qadian, India, is the Promised One of 
all religions; he is the Mahdi of the 
Muslims the Messiah of the Christians 
and Krishna of the Hindus. He was born 
in 1835 at Qadian, Punjab. From his 
boyhood he was good and devoted to 
Islam. He was privately educated at 
home. Even when young, he was respected 
by Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs alike. 
From his youth he observed his prayers 
regularly and constantly prayed for the 
spiritual advance of the Holy Prophet 
Mohammad and for the success of 
his Mission. He was about 40 when he was 
commissioned as the Promised Reformer. 
Like all other Prophets of God, he, too, 
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met with opposition on all sides, He 
was subjected to all sorts of insults, and 
so were his followers. But he only pray- 
ed for his persecutors. He wrote various 
books and treatises on Islam in Arabic, 
Persion and Urdu. His writings are a 
great store-house of spiritual wealth which 
provide the best defence of Islam in modern 
times. He received revelation from God 
bearing on grand prophecies some of which 
saw their fulfilment during his life-time 
and others after him. The Holy Quran 
and the Hadith contain clear references 
to his advent in the latter days, He 
firmly believed in the Holy Quran as 
the Last Word of God. He got together 
a large number of followers consisting 


of the best brains of the country. He 
died in 1908 and lies buried at Qadian, 
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Punjab, the Centre of the Ahmadiyya 
Movemeat of which he was the founder. 
The Ahmadiyya Muslim Missions are 
found all over the world. 


Ahmad was succeeded in 1908 by his 
devoted disciple and companion Hazrat 
Al-Haj Maulvi Hafiz Noor-ud-Din, a re- 
nowned scholar who guided the destinies 
of the Ahmadiyya Movement till his death 
in 1914, He was succeeded by Hazrat Mirza 
Bashir-ud-din Mahmud Ahmad, _ the 
present Head of the Movement. He is 
the Promised Son, whose advent was 
foretold in a special revelation to the 
Promised Messiah his illustrious father. 

The Khilafat or Caliphate in Islam 
is a very important institution. All Mus- 


lims are required to owe their allegiance 
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to the Caliph. The dissenters, if any, 
will be stamped as rebels, The Caliphs 
are under the special care of God and 
Islam receives strength through the 


Caliphs. 
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12, Sunnah and Hadith 


Doings and Sayings of 
the Holy Prophet 
Divine Laws as contained in the Quran 
and revealed to the Holy Prophet 
Mohammad are known as Shariat in the 
Islamic terminology, | 


The doings of the Holy Prophet 
Mohammad are known as Sunnah and 
his saying are called the Hadith. All 
good Muslims must try to follow him 
in word and deed. 


What the companions of the Holy 
Prophet heard him say or saw him do, they 
narrated the same to others. These sayings 
of the Holy Prophet have been labour- 
iously collected into a number of books 
ef which the Bukhari contains the most 
authentic and reliable traditions. The 
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Holy Quran being the word of God, is 
the most trustworthy Book and is above 
any Shadow of doubt. Next to the Holy 
Quran is the Sunnah—the doings of the 
Holy Prophet as witnessed by his com- 
panions. The Hadith or sayings of 
the Holy Prophet come next. This is 
the natural order which must always be 
observed. With us, Ahmadies, the Holy 
Quran takes precedence of the Sunnah 
and the Sunnah of the Hadith. 
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13. Gist of the Sayings of the 
Holy Prophet 

Traits of a Muslim’s Character :— 

1. A true believer knows no hypocrisy. 

2. A Muslim is he who hurts not his 

fellow-Muslims either with his 

tongue or with his hands. 

3. He abuses none. 

4. He is obedient to his parents. 


5. It is incumbent upon every Muslim, 
male or female, boy or girl, to 
acquire knowledge. 


. He is grateful to God for His 
bounties. 


. He is very respectful to his seniors 
and very kind to his juniors. 

- A Muslim’s salvation lies in the 
frequent recitation of the Holy 
Quran. 
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. He is always neat and clean, as God 


loves those who are neat and clean. 


_ He always keeps his engagements 


and promises. 


. He does not tell lies. — 
. He does not steal. 


.He is not afraid of giving true 


evidence. 


. He is kind to his neighbours. 
. He is quick to return salutation. 
. God loves those who observe modesty. 


. Back-biting is to be scrupulously 


avoided. 
Try to keep company of the learned 
people. 
Do not be niggardly, nor too lavish. 
Acquire good morals, God loves 
those who possess high morals. 

THE END 
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Printed at Unit Printing Press, 
Katchery Road, Lahore 
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The series of books on Islam by Ch. Mohammad 
Sharif, H.A., formerly Muslim missionary in Arab coun- 
tries was first published in Urdu. by the late Maulvi 
Inayat Ullah of Naseer Book Agency, Qadian, but they 
were out of print: for several years. “The: ‘same. is being 
published now by ~ “Ahmadiyya ’ Book: Depot, Rabwah. 
No family, showid pe without them. . 


Mirza Sharif Ahmad, 
; Additional Nazir Islah-o-Irshad, 
: - Sadr. Anjuman ‘Ahmadiyya, 
- RABWAH. 
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A genuine desire was felt among the rising 
generation of the Ahmadiyya community for a series 
of books on Islamic Theology,-history and a sound 
practical knowledge of Ahmadiyyat in Islam. This 
genuine need: has now been. fulfilled by the publication 
of-a’series of bookson Islam by Ch. Mohammad Sharif, 
HA, These. can. be:h Ahad. of. the Atimidiyya Bete Depot, 


Rabwah. 
? foliamninad Din, 


- Nazir Talim, (Education), 
| Sadr 7 Anjuman Ahmadiyya, 
~RABWAH. 
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